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Manual and Automatic Transmission Cars
A vehicle requires a functioning transmission for it to move from one point to another without trudging along in the initial gear. The transmission is central in allowing the change of gears which causes the transfer of power from the engine to the driving axle in an efficient manner. Distributing the power evenly for any given situation, the transmission allows reduction in speed while increasing available power, in low gears; and increase in speed with reduction of power in high gears. Vehicle manufacturers install either manual or automatic transmission depending on the market demands. The debate on manual versus automatic transmission and which is more advantageous than the other remains a strong one and although there is difficulty in picking a side, the manual transmission could take an upper hand in the argument.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The driver with a manual transmission is required to physically shift from one gear to another using the clutch pedal to unlock them. Manual vehicles therefore, require the driver to make the transmissions; contrary to the automatic ones where the driver puts the gear into drive mode and the vehicle does all the work (Flemming, et al. 160). Thus, in the recent years, automatic transmission automobiles have considerably replaced their manual counterparts due to technological advances. Yet, in spite of the undoubted popularity, automatic transmission are necessarily not the best option for drivers. However, new drivers cite several automatic transmission benefits that favor them only because they lack the experience that is imperative for coordination of the steering wheel and the shifting of gears. For instance, the automatic transmissions are easier to use, simpler to learn and drivers do not need a lot of practice in order to get comfortable to use each of their hands independently. Still, shifting of gears and working the clutch is not difficult at all.
For the less experienced driver, an automatic transmission might be the best option for it is less manually restrictive, thus allowing the driver to keep both hands on the wheel. Moreover, on hilly areas, a new driver would find it difficult to navigate the steep inclines while using the manual transmission, especially when doing it from a dead stop. In this case, an automatic would do all the work, operating efficiently even on an extremely steep hill. Debaters who support automatic transmission also cite advantages like reduced risk of stalling when the traffic light changes, an issue that is common in manual transmission vehicles (Flemming, et al. 160). However, that does not guarantee zero chances of stalling for the automatic vehicle may develop a mechanical problem. Others state that it may become a difficult task to constantly start and stop the vehicle under heavy traffic, as is done by drivers of manual transmission vehicles. However, starting, accelerating, decelerating and stopping is usually not a problem in manual cars; rather, it becomes exciting and offers the driver a clear definition of driving. 
Despite all the benefits of automatic vehicles as mentioned by many new and less experienced drivers, the preference of transmission for many drivers goes to manual vehicles as most of them enjoy getting involved in the inner working of the car. Due to this involvement, it would be agreeable that the manual transmission vehicles delegates the work of shifting gears to the owner- the driver. There are numerous advantages of manual transmission vehicles, for example, they are less expensive to acquire (Ohira et al. 667). And individual shopping for cars on a budget doesn’t have to argue over buying a manual or an automatic. Commonly, a manual transmission car of a certain version will cost one around one thousand dollars less than an automatic one under the same model.
A manual transmission vehicle is cheaper to maintain especially considering the added machinery that are needed in an automatic transmission, costing the owner chunks of money just to maintain its proper operations. The moving parts in an automatic transmission are more that the manual ones hence making it easier to repair manual transmission vehicles. In general, manual cars do not require ample maintenance and the little mandatory maintenance costs a significant low amount compared to automatic transmissions (Panda et al. 207). Moreover, most manual transmissions use gear oil or engine oil, which breaks down at a slower rate, for the purposes of lubrication consequently preventing maintenance troubles while on the road. Nevertheless, the clutch is a very important part of the manual transmission vehicles and therefore requires careful handling and proper maintenance. To add on, manual engines are less complex, have more gears and weigh less in comparison to the automatic ones. Therefore the drivers will drive for more kilometers using the gas they pumped compared to the automatic transmission vehicles. As a result, manual transmission vehicles, due to fuel efficiency, may end up saving a driver between 5 to 15 per cent on the fuel costs.
The manufacturers of automatic transmissions design the vehicles in a manner that for any given situation on the road, the engine chooses the most suitable gear. However, as they are machines, they tend to make errors, for instance shifting to an extremely high gear and causing massive waste of engine power. The automatic cars are also designed to respond to the circumstances as they happen. Thus the driver lacks control and fails to anticipate a particular forthcoming condition; neither can he select a lower gear to boost the needed power on purpose. For manual transmissions, the driver is in control of the vehicle and can shift the gears depending on the situation, whether anticipated or being experienced at the moment (Panda et al. 203). The ability to shift between gears means that the vehicle follows the driver’s command and that the driver is setting the pace. The gears are also used to slow down the vehicle and the control may be important when driving down a busy freeway.
Manual transmission vehicles are less likely to be stolen. Due to the popularity of automatic vehicles, the easier handling that comes along with them and the increased number of automobiles that are finding their way into the roads, there are high chances that the current generation knows little about operating manual cars. Therefore the possibility of a car-thief stealing a manual transmission are constricted as he would have to struggle with operating the shifting of gears (Ohira et al. 673). Furthermore, the coordination of the limbs between firmly holding the steering wheel and working the clutch and the gear shifts might be cumbersome for a person who is in a hurry and whose biggest priority is to avoid an arrest. The ratio of manual to automatic is also decreasing, hence further reducing the chances of a manual transmission vehicle getting stolen.
In conclusion, although automatic transmissions are easier to use and learning to operate them is not time consuming, manual transmissions are preferable as they are less expensive and more involving. The operator of the vehicle, however, has all the right to choose the kind of transmission that befits his needs and his experience. All in all, with the contrast in the benefits between the two types of transmissions, although the automatic one has become extremely popular in the recent years, the manual transmission is the best choice for many drivers, especially those who take interests in engaging with the operations of the engine as well as being in control. Therefore it would be satisfactory to say that manual transmission vehicles are better than automatic ones.
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